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CRITIC AL  TH INKING  ANS WERS 
 

The following is the answer key for the XTRA 
Weekly lesson about a young politician. The 
answer key is correlated to Common Core 
State Standards for English Language Arts 
for Grades K–5. The critical thinking skills 
identified for each question were adapted 
from a thinking skills framework developed 
by San Diego City Schools educators. (For 
more information about the Common Core 
standards, please visit 
www.corestandards.org) 

(Note: Point out to students that this article 
ran in the May 2, 2018, edition of The 
Washington Post.) 
 

Vocabulary 
Antonyms 

 
(Critical Thinking Skills: Synthesizing 
information—Drawing conclusions and 
making inferences; Common Core State 
Standards for English Language Arts: Craft 
and Structure—Interpret words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative and 
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone; 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use—
Demonstrate understanding of words by 
relating them to their opposites [antonyms] 
and to words with similar but not identical 
meanings [synonyms])  
 
1. politics (n.) – the activity or study of 

government and running of a country or other 
area; governor (n.) – the elected leader of a 
state in the United States; campaign (v.) – to 
work together with others to achieve a 
political or social goal; constitution (n.) – the 
system of basic laws that determines the 

nature and functions of a government; 
primary (n.) – an election to select the 
candidates for an office; coalition (n.) – an 
association of people or groups with a 
common goal 

2. Antonyms (answers will vary): youngest 
(adj.) – oldest; always (adv.) – never; 
wins (adj.) – loses  

Adequacy of Data  
 
(Critical Thinking Skills: Analyzing 
information—Adequacy of data; 
Synthesizing information—Drawing 
conclusions and making inferences; Common 
Core State Standards for English Language 
Arts: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas—
Delineate and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, including the validity 
of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence)  
 
3. Answers will vary. Evidence in the article 

that supports the claim that in Vermont, a 
kid who isn't old enough to vote can run for 
governor: Paragraph #3 states that when 
Ethan had to look up Vermont's 
constitution for a seventh-grade class 
assignment, he noticed that there was no 
age requirement for governor. 
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Drawing Conclusions 

Making Inferences 
 
(Critical Thinking Skills: Synthesizing 
information—Drawing conclusions and 
making inferences; Common Core State 
Standards for English Language Arts: Key 
Ideas and Details—Read closely to determine 
what the text says explicitly and to make 
logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the text) 
 
4. Answers will vary. When Ethan was around 

5, he got an encyclopedia of American 
history, and was fascinated by the concept of 
coalition-building, which many people in 
that book, like Robert F. Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King (Jr.), used. He was 
really impressed with the idea that you can 
bring people from all walks of life together 
to achieve one common goal.. 

 
5. Answers will vary. Ethan's focus as a 

candidate is on improving health care, 
schools and the economy because these are 
things that will affect young people's futures 
in a big way. 
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