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The Extension Activities listed below were developed to extend the questions on the article about a 
young politician. 

WRITING ACTIVITY (LETTER TO THE EDITOR) 

(Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts: Text Types and Purposes—Write 
opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information) 
 
• Read aloud, or have a student volunteer read aloud, paragraph #5, which describes the things Ethan 

Sonneborn is focusing on for his political campaign. Discuss with students some of the ways that 
health care, schools and the economy can affect communities and people. 

• Tell students that in this week’s writing assignment, they will be writing a letter to the editor. Write 
the following prompt on the board:  

Write a letter to the editor of your hometown paper encouraging people to work together to 
improve health care, schools, the economy or some other part of society that you feel needs 
improvement. Use persuasive language to show why your point of view deserves attention, and 
quote or paraphrase reliable sources to back up your opinion.  
 

• Answer any questions students might have about the writing assignment. If available, show students 
a sample letter to the editor from the local newspaper.  

• Discuss the meaning of the word persuasive (having the power to convince others). Tell students that 
a letter to the editor is an example of this type of writing. Explain that in an effective letter to the 
editor, the writer presents his or her argument in a logical manner and uses persuasive language to 
get others to see a particular point of view.  

• Discuss the difference between quoting (using the exact words of another person in your own 
writing) and paraphrasing (putting into your own words what someone else has said or written), 
emphasizing that in both cases the original writer should be given credit.  

• Distribute paper and pencils and have students begin writing.  

SPEAKING ACTIVITY (INFORMATIVE PRESENTATION) 

(Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas—
Present information, findings and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development and style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience) 

• Read aloud, or have student volunteers read aloud, paragraph #10 of the article. Have students 
describe other ways they can think of that people can volunteer to help others and the community.  
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• Tell students that in today’s assignment, they will have a chance to prepare and deliver an 
informative presentation about an organization that is dedicated to helping others.  
 

• Write the following assignment on the board: 

Using several resources, such as the Internet, newspapers, magazines and books, locate 
information about an organization that helps others. As you do your research, try to cover the 
following areas: 

— the name of the organization 
— how its members and supporters help others 
— how it was originally formed 
— any interesting facts about it 

When you have completed your research, organize and deliver your findings in an oral 
presentation that is both informative and entertaining. 

• Answer any questions students might have about the assignment. (You may want to refer them to a 
website listed on the “For the Instructor” sheet.) 

 
• Discuss with students the importance of organizing their thoughts for the presentation and of 

preparing notes to refer to as they speak. Tell them they can use illustrations or other props to 
enhance their talk. 

• Distribute paper, pencils and index cards (if available) and have students begin work on their 
presentations. Once they have completed the steps outlined above, have them use their notes to 
deliver their oral presentations to the class. 

ELL ACTIVITY—“Fine Arts” 

Distribute large sheets of paper (12" × 18") and any art materials available at your site (felt-tip pens, 
colored pencils, etc.). Have students work in pairs to draw pictures with a political election theme. To 
get students started, have them brainstorm a list of items they might want to include in their illustrations 
(e.g., ballots, polling places, election signs). Have students share their drawings.  

PARENT/GUARDIAN INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITY—“Conduct Your Own Poll”  

(Note: Make a copy of this activity for students to take home to complete with their parents/guardians.) 
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Work with your parent/guardian or other family member or friend to conduct a poll related to this 
week’s article.  

Questions: Are you registered to vote? 
 Do you vote in most elections? 
 Would you vote for a candidate who was too young to vote?   

Conduct a poll of 10 people age 18 or older. Report back to the class with your results.  

These individual results can then be tabulated to see how the answers in the two age groups differ. 

DEBATE  

Explain to students that the United States Constitution requires candidates for president of the United 
States to be at least 35 years old. Some people feel this requirement should be eliminated so that 
younger people can run for president. 

On the board, write the question below that is to be debated: 

Should the Constitution be amended to allow younger people to run for president of the United States? 

Divide the class into two teams: “pro” and “con.” The “pro” team will argue in favor of allowing 
younger people to run for president, and the “con” team will argue that it is better to keep the minimum 
age requirement of 35. Explain that some students may have been assigned to debate positions opposite 
to their own personal opinion, and that this is a useful skill to learn. 

Have each group spend time listing reasons to support their position. They may use sources such as the 
Internet to find information that favors their opinion. (You may want to refer them to a website listed on 
the “For the Instructor” sheet.) 

Hold the debate. Give the “pro” side five minutes to present its opinion and reasons, and then the “con” 
side five minutes to present its opinion and reasons. No interruptions from the other side are allowed. 

After each side has argued, have each team meet for five minutes to prepare their rebuttal (arguments 
against what the other team has said). 

Give the “con” side three minutes to present its rebuttal, and then the “pro” side three minutes for its 
rebuttal. 
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